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WAYPOINTS

Presidentôs Message
From Dennis Yard

Trip Report: Anza Borrego - South to North
By Bob Palmer

While trips out to the Anza Borrego desert are common, our January trip started in 
an area most people had never been to before. We started in the south at Ocotillo 

as I-8 drops out of the mountains into the desert þoor with an elevation near sea level, 
and ended east of Ranchita on 
S-22 at an elevation of about 
4100 feet.

We met Saturday at the gas 
station just off I-8 at the 
Ocotillo/Imperial Highway 
exit. There was a good turn out 
with 13 trucks, and close to 20 
people.

After topping off the gas tanks, 
we headed west on S-80, the 
Evan Hewes Highway. This 
ended fairly quickly, and we 
were on the dirt trails in BLM 
territory. We started following 
the San Diego and Arizona 
Eastern Railroad tracks, and 
then veered slightly to the 
north, and looped around the 
north side of Sugarloaf 
Mountain. This is not much of 
a mountain with a summit of 
about 200 feet above the desert 
þoor. But since the desert is so 
þat here, anything looks like 
a mountain. We turned south 
around the mountain until we 
came to the railroad tracks 
again. We crossed the tracks, and then followed the Devils Canyon Wash in a southwest-
erly direction. For a while we were right against the Caltrans fence for the west bound I-8 
as it heads into the mountains.
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Photos:
Above: Starting off along the SD &Az Eastern RR
Below: Crossing tracks with Sugarloaf Mountain in the 
background

Well friends, it has been a great six years 
as a member of the board and the last two 
years as president of this great group  of 
friends. Now its time to turn the reigns 
over to a new board and a new president 
so they can lead us into more adventures, 
the learning of new skills and enjoying 
each othersô company around the camp-
ýre or dinner table.
We had some great events during the 
past two years, especially our Ten Year 
Anniversary this past summer, and some 
disappointments in events that had to 
be cancelled by ýres and other natural 
events. But as a club we are strong with 
a great core of like-minded people who 
learn from each other and respect each 
other. We know how to have a good time 
while being environmentally sensitive to 
the land we explore. Tread Lightly is not 
just a phrase, we live it.
I hope that in the coming year we all can 
push harder to bring in more members to 
share this adventure with us and to make 
the club even more educationally enrich-
ing and ýnancially secure.
I would like to thank the current board 
for their support: Carol Samons, Bob 
Palmer, Olaf Kilthau and Dan Willibey.     
They bring a high level of commitment 
and historical knowledge that keeps the 
wheels of administration moving.
Thanks to all of you for sharing the trail 
with us and providing your help in mak-
ing events happen.    Itôs in the sharing of 
knowledge and events where the fun of a 
club really is worthwhile.
See you out on the trail. Continued on Page 2




